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30 November 1961

MEMORANDUM FOR: Mr. McCone

SUBJECT : Brief of Interview between the President
and Aleksei Adzhubei (Editor of IZVESTIA)

1. The first question asked by Mr. Adzhubel was what the President
thought about the present state of Soviet-American relations and what in
his opinion must be done by the American as well as the Soviet Governments
to improve relations between the two countries. The President replied
that the relations today are not as satisfactory as he had hoped they would
be when he first took office. He went on to say that one of the first
things that he did on becoming President was to commit the United States to
an earnest effort to achieve a satisfactory agreement with the Soviet Union
on the cessation of nuclear tests. The President also sald that we were
not successful, and we were in fact still at the table in Geneva when,
still negotiating, the Soviet Union resumed its tests, tests which must have
been in preparation for many months, at the very time the conversations
were going on.

2. In regard to the i1dea that every people shall have the right to
meke a free choice as to the kind of government they want, President Kennedy
sald that if the people of any country choose to follow & communist system
in a free election after a fair opportunity for & number of views to be
presented, the United States would accept that. The President pointed out
that Mr. Jagan, who was recently elected Prime Minister in British Guiana
is & Marxist, but the United States does not object -- because that choice
vas made by an honest election which he won.

3. To the question re idea of concluding a pact of peace between the
United States and the Soviet Union, the President replied that we should
have not only an agreement between our countries, but take those steps which
meke peace possible. He said that he didn't think that paper, and words
on paper sare as significant as looking at those areas which provide temsion
between the two systems and seeing 1f we can dispel that tension. He felt
that one of those areas now is the problem of Germany and Berlin and if
we could make progress there, then in his opinion, it would provide a most
important step in improving our relations in other areas.

4. To the question re complete disarmament, the President said that
there must be adequate inspection, to make sure that each side is disarming
and staylng in accordance with the agreements which they make. The Soviet
Union has stated that it will permit us, or the international body, to inspect
those weapons which are destroyed but will not permit us to carry out an
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inspection to see what weapons remain. One side could destroy a hundred
bombers but still have a thousand or two thousand bombers left. To pro-

vide for orderly disermament, we have to inspect not only those weapons which
have been destroyed, but alsc these weapons that remain. Otherwise we do

not have any guarantee of security for either side.

5. President Kennedy made the polnt that he recognizes that the
Soviet Union can sign eny treaty it wishes with the East German authorities.
However, what he finds to be so dangerous is the claim that the treaty
will deny ues ocur rights in West Berlin, rights which we won through the
war, rights which were agreed to by the Soviet Union, the United States,
Britain and France at the conclusion of the war, and which should be con-
tinued. The President went on to say that all Berlin was put under four
power asuthority by the agreements at Potsdam., East Berlin, which was under
the immediate authority of the Soviet Union, has now been turned over to
East Germany in violation of those agreements. And now the Soviet Union
seeks to place Soviet troops in West Berlin. It does not suggest that
the troops of the other three powers be placed in Eest Berlin. In other
words, the Soviet Union now seeks to share in the control of West Berlin.
The second point 1s this question of the rights of access in crossing
East Germany. In the President's opinion, if such an agreement is signed, if
our rights on the communication lines between the West and West Berlin --
which are now governed by the Soviet Union -- are turned over to0 the East
German authoritles, and if the East Germans should interfere with that right
of access, for one reason or another, then this would provide for heightened
tension, the Soviet Union might come to the support of East Germany and
we would find ourselves, instead of having settled this now, once more
face to face.
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- . In.case you did not have an opportunity to
read the interview between the President and
Adzhubei, attached is 2 complete transcript,

together with a brief.
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“TRANSCRIFT of Interview between the IFresident and Aleksei Adzhubei

(Editor of IZVESTIA). In addition, those present were: Mr, Alex Alkalovsky
(Interpreter for the President), ivir. Georgi Bolshikov (Interproter for Mr.

. Adzghubei and Editor of USSR Magazine), Mr. Fierre Salinger (Fress Secre-

tary to the FPresident), and M.r, Jack Romagna (Shorthand Reporter, White
House Staff). Held in the living room., the Fresident's residence, Hyannis Fort,
Massachusetts at 10:20 a.m. (E53T), November 25, 1961
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MR, ADZHUBEI: Mr, Fresident, Iam happy to get this interview fror: you,

“and I would like to tell you quite frankly that your slection to the high post of

President of the United Gtates office was raet with great hope by public opinion

in our country. In connection with this, I would like to ask you the following

‘question --

'THE FRESIDENT : May I just say that I appreciate very much your coming to

the United Gtates. I also appreciate the opportunity to talk, through you and

through your newapapeyr, to the people of the Soviet Union, I think that com-
munication, an exchaﬁge of views, an honest repo;'t- of what our countries are
like and what they want and what the pedple wish, is in the interests of both
our countries and in the interests of peace, Co we are delighted to have this
opportunity,

MR, ADZHUBEI : I would like to ask you tha following question., Mr, Fresi-

dent, during the election campaign, on several occasions you expressed good

intentiona with respoct to the necessity of iraproving Soviet-American relations,

' On the occasion of your Inauguration as Fresident of a great country, Nikita

Khrushchev, Chairman of the Council of Ministers of the USSR, and Leonid

Brezhnev, Chairinan of the Fresidiura of the Suprerae Soviet of the USSK in

their message to you, expressed the hope that by their joint efforts our. coun-

tries can succeed in radically irnproving our relations and the international

_ situation, They also expressed confidence that we can, step by step, lquidate

_ the existing suspicion and distrust, and thus bring cooperation between our

peoples. On its part, the Soviet governraent is always ready to support any
good endeavor in that direction, and to do its bast for the establishment of a
stable peace in the world, in order that all psoples may livs in friendship and

- RO S A S 1 L. o
without hatred among them.

MORE
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Mr. President, what do you think about the present state of Soviet-American
relations, and what in your opinion must be done by the American as well as
the Soviet governments to improve the relations between our two countries?

THE FRESIDENT : Well, I would say that the relations today are not as satis-

factory as I had hoped they would be when I first took office. In fact, one of
the firat things that I did on becoming President was to coramit the United
St&to‘a to an earnest effort to achieve a satisfactory agreement with the Soviet
Union on the cessation of nuclsar testa. As a rasult of that effort, at the end
of harch, we sent our representatives, along with Great Britain*s, t§ Geneva
for the first tl;m with a complete treaty which we tabled for discussion. I had
hoped that thiz would be one area where we could make real progress. It would
lassen the contamination of the air, it would be a first step towards disarina-
ment, and I folt that if we could achiave an agreement in this area, we could

then move on to the other areas of dicarmaraent which required action,

V/e were not successful, And, as you know, we were in fact still at the table
in Gsneva in August when, still negotiating, the Soviet Union resumed its tests,
testo which must have been in preparation for rany months, at the very time

that the gonversations were going on, 3o that has been a disappointment.

In addition, Berlin and Germany have become, I think, areas of heightened
crisis since the Vienna meeting, and I think extremely dangerous to the peace,

which I am sure -- ‘I know - Soﬁh 6£ our people Qant.

I think that the Soviet Union and the United States should live together in peace.
We are large countries, energetic people, wes are steadily providing in both
our countries an increase in the atandara of living. If we can kéep the peace
for twenty years, the life of the people of the Soviet Union and the life of the
people of the United States will be far richer and will be far happier as the

standard of living steadily rises,

Where we feel the difficulty comes is the sffort by the Soviet Union to com-
munize, in a sense, the entire world, If the Soviet Union were merely seeking
MORE
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to proteéi: its own 'na.t'iox-zé,ll intareots, to protect its own national security, and
would perrait other countries to live as they wish -- to live in peace -~ then I

believe that the probléml thch now cause so much tension would fade away,

We want the people of the Soviet Union to live in peace -- we want the camie for
our pw'n people, It is this effort to push outward the coramunist system, on to
country after country, that regreoents, Ithink, the great threat to peace. If
the Soviet Union looked only to its national interest and to providing a better
life for its people under conditions of peace, I think thare would be noi:hing
that wo.u.ldl disturb the relations between the Soviet Union and the United 3tates,

MR. ADZHUBEL : That is very interesting, However as a citizen of the Coviet

Union, as a men:zber of the Corasauniot Farty, I cannot agree with you, in that

part of your answer whers you ai® saying that we are trying to ''corucunize"

© the world, At the 22nd Farty Congresc, which, in our opinion, was an hiatoric
event, we adopted a program of coniraunist development and we said that we are
against any export of the revolution, but we are also against any export of
counter=-revolution, If we turn to facts, there are many countries in the world
in the affaizs of whi;h, ft_om our point of view the United States is interfering.
Y'eaterda.y,' I saw a T.V, prograr, which was being shown to millions of Ameri-

. cans, where your coraraentator aéserted that the whoie world 15 under coraplete
threat of the comrauniats to capture the wo;-ld. Wa would like ‘to' see an end

put to this situation.

Our governus nt and our party believe that every people chooses such a systern
of government aa they like, Austria chose the capitalist way of developrnent,

. although Ax.srican and Soviet troops ware theve., But Cuba has chosen another
way .of developreent. And we would be happy if you, Mr. Fresident, were to
state that the interference in the affairs of Cuba was a 1iistake, Ve hope that
the Cuban people will consolidate their own way of life -- as well as the.Do-
rainican Republic, Ecuador, Brazil and miany other countriss. -

"THE PRAESIDENT : May [ just say, without getting into a debate, thut the

United States supports the idea that every pecple shall have the right to raake a

MQRE
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(Transcript - The Frecsident and Mr. Adzhubei) o -4-

free choice a3 to the kind of governr.ent they want. | In the cass of Cuba, let ine
remind you that the Castro revolution was originally supported by ths great
raajority of the people., When Castro was leading the revolution, the statenient
was made that there would be free elections, and fiesdon: for the peogle, and
progreas for the people, But Castro has not kopt that commiitment. Until the
frecent governrient of Cuba will allow free and honest elections, in our dpinion,
it cannot claim to represent the majority of the people, That is our dicpute

with Cuba,

Mr. Jagan, on the otasr hand, who was recently elected Frir..e Minister in
British Guiana is a Marxist, but the United States doesn't objact -- because

that choice was xm:ade by an honest eleaction, which he won,

if the people of any country choose to follow a comsunist system in a free
election, after a fair opportunity for a nurnber of views to be presented, the
United States would accept that. What we find to be objectionable, and a threat
to the peace, is when a syster: io inzposed by a sm.all n:ilitant group by subver-

sion, infiltration, and all the reast,

If the Soviet Union and this country could develop their own resources, and if
you perriitted the peoples of the world to develop in the way they wish to de-
velop, then, if any nation ghould choose a cornmunist systen:, we would recog-
nize and accept that. And if they chose another aystera, then we would hope
that you would recognize and accept that, too. If we could get that on both
sides, I believe the Soviet Union and the United States, which have so much to

~ain froma peace, could live in peacs.

MR, ADZHUBEI : Iunderstand you, Mr, President, and I air; very happy to

hear thase words frora you, because as ycu know, the future of the world de-
pends in mnany respects on the relations between the United States and our coun-
try. Let the people decide what way of development they want to choose, FHow-
ever I would like to draw your attention to the following historical parallel,
When the Bolshevikeg headed by V, 1, Lenin, canie to power, all the capitalist

world was shouting that they were plotters and that there was no freedom in
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in
Russia but/44 years our country became a great power, But this is not the

issue, Iwould like to aslk you another question --

THE PRESIDENT : You are a newspaper man and a politician,

MR, ADZHUBEI : In our country every citizen is a politician, bscause we like

ouz;,country very much. The young and the old lilke the socialist syétem of our
country and we are ready to fight for it until its victorious end. You ars proud
of your country, M.r. President, and we are also very much proud of our own

country, and we are very proud of our party, and we are proud of V.1, Lenin,

Mr, F;'eaident, coicetimes ifc said that in order to irsprove the relations be-
tween our countries, it is nacessary to start with the settlernent of small prob-
lerus, Cthers bellsve that too m;any small iasues have accuniulated and that
perhaps it would be better to start with a big act. We believe that such a big act
was the visit by Nikita Sergeyevich I{hrushchav to the United States in 1959, B
unfortunately the results of that trip were not corapletely satisfactory, lir,

" Fresident, what is your attitude toward the idea of concluding a pact of peace
between the United States and the Soviet Union? That would be a great step

forward.

THE PRECGIDENT : I think we should have not only an agreer..ent between our
countries, but take those stops which make peace poscible, I don't think that
paper, and words on paper, are as significant as looking at those areas which

provide tension betwean our two syosteri:s and seeing if we can dispel that tensio

One of those areas now is the problem of Gerraany and Berlin, If we could mak.
px'o'greu there, then in ray opinion it would provide a most in.portant stef in

irnproving ouz relations in other areas,

I stated that if we had been able to get an agreernant on the nuclear tests cessa-
tion, that would lead to other agrear:ents on disarruaraent, If we can raake an
agreement successfully which provides peace in Central Europe, if we can con-
“c\lude our efforts in Laos and ingure a goveraraent and a country which are
:;'eutral and independent, ao Chairman IKhrushchev and I agreed at Vienna, then

MORE
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we would be able to rove into othar areas of tension, Ibelieve, as I have
said, if we can now make an agrseraent on a saticfactory basis on Berlin and
Gerrniany, which is the n:ost cyitical area -- because it represents a miatter
of great intereat to both our couatries, and great concern to our peoples -- then
we could take other steps, X we can solve the p~oblem of Germany and Ber-
lin, Ibelieve we can fird ouz ralations subs’antiz’’y frapzroved,
MR, ADZHUREI : Thank you, Mr. Fresideat, this is a raost worthy thought,
Lspecially brcause, as I understand you, you intead to talkz seriously on these
problems with our soverrment, Let mne say that t.s Ger:nar problain is of
yreat im‘portahce tc our country, for ziany reasops, Nat univ for strictly po-
liti cal reasons, and not only because of prectige consideraticas. As you know
we have allies -- Foland, Czechoslovakia, and a number of other countries,
{Iowevar, to date we haven't heard any gober voices from the West affirmaing
the int:grity of the borders, existing in Buroze and it would b2 very iriportaat i
to hea:r that, But there is also another aspect to th: Gerroan problera. In our
country, in the Joviet Uuion there is not a single f2vaily that did not lose son:e
the smioc deriag
ldn in the war, You know we are trying to put out/coals of the lagt war in
Central Europe, But we do not wish only to play ths role of a political firerian,
as it were, though it {s very iraportant, In the hea:t of every Joviet citizen,
in the coul of every Coviet citizen, there are, as ‘,Qou know, coals siill burning
frora the last war and they are burning his soul anc does not let hirn sleep
quietly, Thus, scistion of the question of a peace treaty is the hope and tran-
quillity in the heaxt of every Coviet mman, After all we are otill cinging songs
about those who did not carae honse fror. the war. . I lnow that you participated

in the war, that you are a hero of the war, and thic is why I am talking to you

in such lofty worda, But this, if you wish, 1s a side-line.

wir, Fresident, in 1958, if ] am: not raistaken, our governne nt suggested to the
goverm.aent of the United Ctates -- of cource, the previous ad;-;:inistrgtion was
in power then -- that ghe trade relations between our countries be norrualized.
Mow, as you know, the trade relations between our countries are in a very
MOCRE
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laraentable condition, Before I left for the United States, Ihad a conversation
with may friends frora the liinistry of Foreién Trade, and they asited rae to in-
quire with you whether there are any prospects of improving the trade relaticmo
between our countrics, After all thexe is a very old trath: tousther wiih goods,
together with the exchange of goods, there also come better ralations amnng
peoples,

THE PRESIDENT : Let rie say that I know that the Soviet Urion suffered more

froms World War I than any country, It represented a terrible blow, and the
casualties affected every famaily, including many of the families of those now

in govermment.

I will say that the United Ctates also suffered, tkcugh not co heavily as the
Soviet Union; quite obviously, My brother wao killed in Europe. My sister's

hu sband was killed in Europe,

The point is that that war ie now over, We want to prevent another war arising
out of Gerrzany, I think the iraportant thing between the United Ctates and the
UGSR is not to create the kind of tenoion and pressure, which in the nanie of
settling World War II increases the chances of a conflict between the Soviet
Union and it3 allies on the one hand and the United States and its allies on the
othez. ¥hat we should attempt to do iz work out a solution through negotiation
which will make it nossible to keep the peace in Central Europe. And that is

the aim of thisc government,

Now in regard to trade, one of the first thingo I did on becorzing Frecident was
to change governrnental policy which provided for the adinission of crab meat,
This was not a matter of great dollar value, but had soi:e syrabolic importance,
and was a n‘mtt}er which Chairman Xhrushchev had spoken about on several

occasions,

My own judgrent is that, if we can solve the problerys that we are now talking
about, particularly in Berlin, and ease the general tencion, trade will then in-

creace, What has diminiched trade in recent rnonths has been the difficulty
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which we have experienced in Gern:any and Berlin, I would hope that trade
could be expanded, and in ray judgmaeat it would expand iramediately, if wa
can bring about a peaceful and satisfactory solution to the interests of all in
Gerraany and Berlin,

your worde
MR. ADZHUBXI : I shall corununicate/to our readers with a feeling of satis-

faction. 17e have always thought and still think of the Awre vicans as the realist
It is your energy, your realistic approach, that has helped you to create cuch &
wealthy country, But now I would likke to ask you frankly, Mr. President,

be causse this idea was expresced by you in several instances, whether you
seriously think that the social changes which are happening in the world today
are the result of actions in which Moscow has its hande? I would like to remin:
you of one thing, You know, in France when thc bourgeois revolution won, the
aristocratic Europe accused France of every mortal sin, ‘Vhen the Octobexr
revolution won, all the world of the rich cdnden.ned that revolution., 3ut this
revolution won! You raentioned that a Marxist carae to power in Britich
Guiana, Do you think that events occurred there according to our instructions?
Of course, we can't give you any assurances that there won't be social changes
in the world, although you will call it the result of the '"hands" of M.oscow,

THE FRESIDENT : Let me say, as I indicated, if the people of these countrie:

raake a irc‘a‘e choice, that they prefer the coramunist or socialist or any other
kind of systera, then the United Statea and the people of the United States accept
that, That is why I gave the exemple of British Guiana, But of course I do not
hold and I do not say that the Soviet Union is responsible for all the changes
that are coraing in the world, For exariple, since the end of “7orld “/ar II, the
British Ezapire hac been turned into independent states, I think 15 of thexa. The
French coranrunity has been turned into 21 indapendent ctates, There are

raany changes in the world, ‘“7eortern Europe has joined clocer together in the
Comw.on Masket. Thece are not the result of the corariunists' efforts. There
are nrany changes, as I have said, throughout the worlid, Feople want to live ir
different ways, That is what we want, also, [ they have a fair opportunity to

MORE
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malke a choice, if they chooss to support coraraunisra, we accept that, ‘hat we
object to is the atterapt to iinpose coraraunista by force, or a situation where
once a people may have fallen under coraraunisra, the coraraunists do not give

thers a fair opportunity to roake another choice,

We had been under the irapression that the Yalta AgTreement and tho Potsdara
AgrQement px;ovide‘d for a Ite; choice for the pcoples of Eastern Eur.ope. They
‘do not, :Iin §ur opi;:ion. today, have a free choice, You may argue that they
raay want t<; live under conan;@lrn. but if they do not, they are not given the
opportunity fo change.

We believe that if the Soviet Union -- without atterpting to impose the com-

will permit

raunist system =-- Ahe people of the world to live as they wich to live, relations
between the Soviet Union and the United States will then be very satisfactory, and
our two peoples, which now live in danger, will be able to live in pexce. and with
a greatly increased standard of living. And I bd ieve we have guch vast eco-
noraic opportunities now in both of our countries that we should consider how
we can get along, and not atterapt to impose our viaws, one on the other or on
anyone else,

MR, ADZHUBEL: Of course, lVir, President, I did not expect in cuch a short

" period of time I'would succeed in converting you to another belief -- juat as you

* did not extpect to convert nie. You have talked with our Chairrian, the First
Secretary of the Central Comraittee of the Coraraunist Party of the Sovist Union,
and he did not succeed in convincing you, nor did he try to do so, This, as you
know, is a matter of personal outlook, One man inay conoider certain elections
to be free, while another would consider those elections non-deraocratic; For

' exaraple, in a nuraber of countries of Latin America, great revolutionary
changes are taking place, For a long period of tisne you considered that Tru-
jillo wao ‘elected in a democratic ' way, You have been saying the same about the

"~ regime of the Shah of Iran as well, But let us not engage in an arguraent and
lat us turn to the next question.

MORE
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MR, ADZHU_EI: Mr, Fresident, r-ay I ask you the followinz question? It

is well known that the Soviet governraent has declared its readiness to accept
any proposal of the Vestern powers on internatioral control and inspection, if
agreement on geaeral and coruplete disurniament is reached. At the rame tirue,
the Joviet govermment doss not exclude the possibility of reaching agreer:ent

on a nunber of meaéures which snay decrease the danger of war and which could
be effected in the nearest future. Cuch proposals are, for instance, the propo-
salo on the freezing of military budgets, renunciaiion of the uss of nuclear wea-
pons, the conclusion of a non-agrecssion pact betwzen NATO and the Varsaw
Fact countries, withdrawal of foreign troops from the territories of other
countries, the establichinent of a nuclear free zone, or measures againat the
danger of surprise attack. Waat, in your views, are the prociects of general
and comnplete disarmaraent, and of decreasing international tensions?

THE FRESIDENT : Inasmiuch ag the Coviet Union and the Unitad Ciatec zoreed

in the declaration of principles in Septeinber, at the and of ths McCloy-Zorin
taliks, on the goal of general and comiplete digarraament, the probler; now be-
comec an atter:pt to imnpleinent that goal, stage by stage, The Zoviet Union and
the United States have a basic disagresrient which :nust be resolved on this
question. \7e believe that there iust be adequate inspection, to r.ake cure

that each gide is disarm.ing and staying in accordance with the agree:mants which
they rnaike, The Soviet Union has ctated that it will permit us, or thz interna-
tional body, to inspect those weapons which are destroyed but will not pasrait

ug to carry out an inspection to see what weapons reraain. One side could des-
troy a hundred bornbers but still have a thousand or two thousanc borabers left,
If you are really going to provide for orderly disa:izarcent, it seerns to mie you
have to inspect not only those weapons which have been destroyed, but also
these weapous that reinain, Otherwise we do not have any guarantce of security
for-either side. If we can agree to an effective incpection aystein so that each
country can know that the other is living up to its agreer:ent, then, iz mny ozin-

ion, we can move into general and cozaplete disariuament,

IiORE
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That is why I thought it so ﬂ@y important that we raake an agrcement on
cessation of nuclear teating ac the first step, and then proceed atep by step
through .a.tomic'weapons. throunh missiles, through the level of ground forces,
the Navy, and aliit};e rest, If.we can get agreeﬂ;ent on that, then we can move

toward general and cdthplete disarmament,

I think it would bz helpful it NATO and the Warsaw pact engaged in a comamit-
ment to live in peace with each other, I certainly believe we should takeevery

_ conmivable step to prevent surprise attack. I helisve that if the relations be-
tween our countries can be norrsalized, there will be lass military buildup

on both sides, but we cannot now withdraw our troops froi. Europe, way back
across the Atlantic Ocean, when you mierely withdraw your troops to the Coviet
Union which ie only a few hundred iniles away. That is why we need sorae
understanding of what is going to be tho situation in Eerlin and in Germany. And
that is why I hope ﬁegotiationc will take place bow}een our governme nts quickly

and will corme to 2 successful conclusion,

The statenaent has been made on many occasions that we object to the signing
of a peace treaty, that we regard that as a belligevent act, That is not the
point, It is our view that the statenient which the four powers made at Geneva
in 1955 providing for the reunification of Gern.any represents the soundest
policy, To divide a country, to divide a city, to .put up a wall in a city, we be-
lieve, only increases tensiona rather than dirainish them, And we believe that,
if the Germian peopls were perraitted to be reunified, adequate steps could be

taken to protect the sscurity of all involved,

Now we recognize that today the Soviet Union does not intend to perinit reunifi-
c#tion, and that as long as the soviet Union haa that policy, Gerraany will not be
reuniﬁed. 'i‘he question now i8 whether the 3oviet Union will sign a treaty with
the Sast German authorities which will increase tencion rather than diminish it.
As Isaid in my speech at tho; Uniteci Nations, we recognize that the Sovist Union

can sign any treaty it wishec \'with the East Gerroan authorities, What we find

MORE
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to be so dangerous, however, is the clain: that that treaty will deny us our
rights in West Berlin, rights which we won throu;h the war, rights which were
agreed to by the Soviet Union, the United States, Britain and Irance at the con-
clusion of the war, and which we believe should be continued.! But if you aign
a treaty with East Gerraany and those rights are subject to the wishoes of the
Fast Gerroan authorities, it seemis to me that that is going to increase tension,
If the Soviet Union atternipts in that treaty to turn over jurisdiction over /cat
Berlin to the East Geriian authorities, against the wishes of the people of
‘West Berlin -« if the lines of cor:lunication and access, frors Vest Berlin
to the outside world and the West, are cowpletal, under the control cf East
German authorities to cut any tirze they so wish -- then thic treaty does not

bring peace, it only increases the danger.

Now I ar: hopeful that, in the conversations and negotiations which we hepe to
have with the Soviet Union, aasurances will te given which will perrait us to
sontinue to exexcise the rights which w2 now hav: in West Berlin, as a result
of the exiating four power agreeunent, and will permit free access in and out

of the city, We do not want to stay in /est Berlia if ths people there do not
want us to stay, But they want us tc ctay. %/hen they decide that they don't
want us, we will lsave, But as long as they wisk us to stay, it seems to rue
that the righto which are ours by agreeizent should be maintained, I am: hope-
ful that the Sovist Union will agree with this, and in particular will agree to per-
r:it supplies and people to rmove in and out of 17est Berlin freely, Then we can
in 12y opinion, reach a peaceful settleruent in the center of Surope, ancd if we
can reach an agreemieat on this question, then Itzlieve ousr relations will
greatly iinprove,

MR, ADZHUBEI ¢  You just answered the question I waeo going to ask. But I
cannot agree with you, I an not a specialist in the field of disaruarzent, but
as I understand it, the McCloy-Zorin agreersent was a very importaat step for-
ward, and we hope that the efforta by specialists who will be autho:ized by our
governments will lsad to better results, snddow a few words abous Tevrziany,

ILORE

Approved For Release 2002/08/21 : CIA-RDP80B01676R000800070007-2



/)

. (TranshRRIPUSES Beleapn OARR Rl CATRERRG 16T eRo000000T000T2 5.

If I understood correctly the tranulation, I have heard a very unrealistic term,
I have in rind the terra "East Gerrman authorities', It would be ruore pleasant
to hear ""government of the Germman Democratic Republic''. You don't like the
German Democratic Republic , We don't like the Federal Republic of Gern.any,
but we have diplomiatic relations with the FRG, we have very good trade rela-
tions with it Thus, we are realists, If the goverment of the United Ctates
were not saying ''"East Germian authorities but were to say ''governrient of the

GDR", that would be very good and realistic,

And now a second point. We would like to sign a peace treaty together with

our W o.rld War II allies, and we hope that it will be so, It would be a great
happiness not only for our goverminent but also for our people, Nobody intends
to turn Weot Berlin over to East Germany, That does not rnake senss. Therve
ia the GDRV and there is the FRG with its capitalist systera, Let's sign a peacs
treaty and let uc guarantes freedom for West Berlin by every rieans -- by
troops of the four powers, by United Nations troops -- and let'c thus guarantee
its rights, DBut this is a problera for future negotiation, Now a few words
about access to West Berlin, Why cowaplicate such a simple problei:T Co-
munication to Wast Berlin rune over 100 miles through the territory of the
Gerrnan Deraocratic Republic, If one needs to visit West Berlin, if it'is neces-
sary to send people, food or other goods there, then it is very eleisentary to
ask permission for that of the government of the GDR, Soncetizies Ifeal --
and I arz saying this to you very frankly -- that sore evil people, are attexupting
to complicate simple things and thus are deliberately creating tension, Yes-
terday, when I was talking with your closest advisers, I gave this exasaple: if
a man has his nervous system extrernely strained, he is irritated by every
noise, every sound and everything is taken by hira very suspiciously. Sucha
man can create much trouble, We hope that the negotiations which will take
place in the near future, will be objective, realistic, and will be conducted

in an atraosphere of complete calia,

THE PRESIDENT: May I just mmake one brief response? All Berlin was put
under four powa r authority by the agreements at Potsdani, ISast Berlin, which

MORE
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was unde: the irarae diate authority of the Soviet U.iion, has now been turned
over to East Gern:any in violation of those agreen entt;i" It ia no longer effec-
tively under four=power control, And now the Soviet Union seeits to place Soviet
troope in West Berlin, It does not suggest that the troops of the other th:ce
powers be placed in ast Berlin, In other wordg, the Sovist Union now asels
to share in the control of Vest Berlin, That is ths first point that is in ques~
tion. The cecond is this question of the rights of iccesc in crossing Zast
Gern:any. As I gather it, you would give the E;at Gerrnan authorities -- you
say East Gernan govemme?.t -~ the power to intesfere with that traffic, Itie
stated that they would not d§ 00, bt;t we have no assurances in Mr. Ulbricht's
staternents which vary fror: week to weelk, In yny opinion, if such an agree-
iaent is signed, if our :;ight:s on the corarnunication linse between the i/est

and West Bexlin -- which are now governed by thi. Scviet iJnion -- are turned
over to the Eagt Gerrian ;uthoz'itien. and if the 1325t Gerunans should interfere
with that right of access, for one reason or anothar, then fbis would provide
for heightencd tension, the Goviet Union ruight cm.:'e to the support Aof Tast
Germany and we would find ouraeivea, instead of having settled this now, once

wiore face to face.

The reason why we have been reluctant to recogrize Eaot Gerntany as a sover-
eign powe r is that we do not recognize the division of Gezrmany, In our opinion
the Gerrnan people wish to have one united countgy, If the Coviet Union bad
loot the war, the Soviét people thernselves would; osbject to a line beiny drawn
through Moscow and the entire country, . If we hac been defsated in war, we
wouldn't like to have a line drawn down the Misciusippi River. The Germans
want to be united. I think it should be possible te provide for that under con-
ditions which will protect the interests of all congrerned. But the Soviet Uhion

believes that it is more in their interest to keep Germany divided.

3

Now the question is -- given that decision -- can we provide for the prarzciion

of our rights in We ltv Berlin, which were agreed to in 1945 by the Zovie! Uzion,

MORE
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#0 that this is not a continuing crisis? In attempting to work out a solution of
the problems which came about as a result of World War II, we don't want to
increase the chances of World War IIl, All we wish to do is maintain a very
limited -- and th@y are a very limited number of troops of the three powers in

Weast Berlin and to have, for example, an international administration on the
goods and

-Autobahn so that fpeople can move freely in and out. Then we can have poace

in this area for years. But if East Germany is going to exercise the right of
authority over that access, we are going to have continued tension there --
and 1 simply do not see, given the strong interests of both of us in having
peace in this part of Europe, why that is a wise decision. I am hopeful instead
that the negotiations which we are anxious to see take place will bring about an
agreement on this area which will recognize fairly the interests of all,

MR. ADZHUBEI : Mr, President, since I'm talking to you in a very frank an¢

friendly manner, I would like to ask you to imagine, atleast for a moment,

the following impossible thing, Imagihe. that you were an officer, a veteran
of the Soviet Navy, who fought in World War II. You won the war, and then

the very events occurred which are now taking place. One of the parts of
Germany -- the Federal Republic of Germany -- does not recognize the border
which have been established after the war. It is again building up its armed
forces, The Chancellor of that country goes to the United States to talk to the
President of the United States and they have secret talks. The spirit of re-
vanchism ‘h very high in that part of Germany. What would your attitude be

toward this, if you were a veteran of the Soviet Navy?

THE PRESIDENT : If I were a Soviet vetaran, I would see that West Germany
now has only 9 divisions, which is a fraction of the Soviet forces. Nine di- »
visions. It has no nuclear weapons of its own. It has a very small Air Force
two or three ]
-~ almost no Navy, I think perhaps/submarines. So it is not a military threat.
Its nine divisions are under the international control of NATO, and subject to
the command of the NATO organization, which is made up of 15 countries of
Europe which altogether have, in West Germany now, about 22 or 23 divisions
-- about the same nurx;ber as the Soviet divieions in East Germany, So that I
MORE
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do not see that this count ry reprecents a military threat now to the Soviet
Union, even t.houg‘illl recog;:ize how bitter was the struggle in World War II -~
in the same way that Japan todayv represents no threat to the United Statcs,
even though tw'ev’nty years ago there were four years of war ia the Pacific
.against the Japanease, The power of countries changes -- weapons change --
.science changes -- without missiles, without nuclear capability, with very few

divisions today, I don't believe West Germany is a military threat,

Then I would lock at the pawer of the United Statés, and I would look at the power
of the Soviet Uudeon, and I would say that the important thing is for the Soviet
Union and the United States not to get inta a war, ‘which would destroy both of

our systems. SO a# a Soviet veteran, I would want the Soviet Union to reach

an agreement with the United States which recognizes the interests and the
commitments of the Unlted'Stater. as well as our own, and not attempt to en-
force single-handedly a new situatfon upon the United States which v;ould he
against previous commitments we had made, Thé Soviet Union made a commit-

ment in regard to Berlin in 1945, " Gearmany today is divided. Germay today

“

is not a threat to the Soviet Union militarily,

The i.mporta.nt thing is to attempt to reach an accord which recogmzu the in-
o1,

terelts of all; l.nd Ibelieve that can be done wit.n reapect to Germuny I

- RIS R [

fécogmze that there are going to be two Germanias as long as tﬁe So:xet Union
b'e‘hjve!o trl\w.“ .t‘};a‘t'::*m l"zer intere-t The problem now‘lll go make sure that,
in a:ny treaty which the Soviert Unio‘n reachu thh East Ge rmany, the nghtl
it i i, :
of the other powers are recogmzed in Berlin Thet's all we're talkmg about.
P e ;
We are not talking about encbf;ragtng revnnchium, build*ng a grea.t German
’ mzhury m’achine] ' ’or';nyéh.ixlx;'elu.‘;c.)u 'x;x.:ntxon. In. nny peace treaty which is
ugned thh Eut C::e rmnn}v',‘ tl.:ere‘ muit be a Ire'c'ogmtxon of the ughts of the
R A !, g :

United Statel uid t.he ot.her powen.

Now that does not seem to me to be a threat in any way" to the security of the

Soviet Union. Th'lt d'OGI not plrévido for any increase in the Westera rilitary
'MORE

Approved For Release 2002/08/21 : CIA-RDP80B01676R000800070007-2



e

.

Approved For Release 2002/08/21 : CIA-RDP80B01876R000800070007-2

(Trnncript - The President and Mr, Adghubei) «17-

forces, which are rather limited there. I think we could have peace in this
century in Central Europe if' we can reach an accord ovo'r West Berlin, To
pursue another course in the name ‘oi ending World War Il -- a coufn which
threatens to increase tho chance of World War Il -- upre‘-antl a wholly un-

wise policy, for you and for us.

So, if I were a Soviet officer and wanted peace, I would think psace can be

won and my country's security can be assured. The Soviet Union is a strong
military power. It has great nuclear capacity, It has missiles, planes --

it has a great number of divisfons -- it has countries associated with it, No
one is ever going to invade the Soviet Union again, There iz no military power
that can do that, The problem is to make an agreement wkick will pem;t us
to have our meieltl recognized, as well as yours, That should aot bs beyond

the capacity of ue both,

Chairman Khrushchev did not, nor did I, make the arrangements in 1945 in
regard to Berlin, Our responsibility, given the situation which is a difficult

one, is to bring about peace, and I believe it can be done.

In short, if I were a Soviet naval officer, I would feel that the security of the
Soviet Union was well protected, and that the important thing now is to reach
an accord with the United States, our ally during that second war,

MR, ADZHUBEI: Mr, President, [ am.about to finish, Of course, you

answered this question not as a veteran of the Soviet armed forces but as
President of the United States, and that is quite natural. However, as I
understand you, Mr., President, you are against West Germany's havin'g-nu‘-
clear weapons at her disposal, or in any degree of control over such weapons ?

THE PRESIRENT: - The United States, as a matter of national policy, asl

said at the .United Nations, will not give nuclear weapons to any country, and
I would be extremely reluctant to see West Germany acquire a nuclear capacity
of its own, Chancellor Adenauer stated that they would not, in 1954, That le

still the policy of that government, and I think that is the wise policy.

MORE
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MR. ADZHUBELI : But you know perfectly well that many top posts in NATO

are occupied by German generals, and you know that Europe is very far from
the United States. Don't you think that at some point it might happen that -
German generals might become too influential in NATO?

THE PRESIDENT : That is why I believe it to bé so important to stress the

West German army is integrated in NATO, NATO is now commanded by an
American; and, in my judgment, as long as German forces are integnted in
NATO -- and NATO is under the control of the 15'NATO countries, none of which

wants another war -- there is security for all. And [ think that will continue.

Now if this situation changed, if Germany developed an atomic capability of its
own, if it developed many missiles, or a strong national army that threatened
war, then I would @de rastand your concern, and ! would lh%te it. After all,

we have had two wars in Europe, as well as you. But 'th% Agit\u‘ti.o.l_l today, and
the situation for the future, is as [ have described it, If it changed, then it
would seem to me appropriate for the United Statis and the Soviet Union and
others to consider the situation at that time, But'it is not that way now, so
why take the risk of having the United States, which is a powerful country, and
the Soviet Union, which is also powerful, getting into difficulty with each gther,
when there is no real threat in Europe to you or to us. I think that we should

look at things as they are in 1961,

You have stated that you are realists. This is not 1939, 1940 or 1941, Look
what has happened. Ae I said, in the Far East, Japan's strength was entirely
different in those years. China's power wis also entirely different. Countries
change, Situations change. Aind we have to be realistic enough to see where
the real danger lies. The real danger today is the fact that both of us possess
in our nuclear stockpiles the means to' imposé gréat devastation upon each

other -~ and we are the ones that have the miost to lose frorh war,

Therefore I think, if we look at it realistically, we -hou}d be able to rcach an
accord which protects the interests of our two great countries, and perrpits us

MORE
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both to go ahead with increasing our standard of living and meeting other prob-
lems, In the United States in the last 14 years ocur living standard has increased
40 percent. In the Soviet Union it has gone up sharply. Nobody can benefit

more {rom pvace than the Soviet Union and the United States.

I would hope that rather than attempting to talk about conditions in Germany
as they were twenty years ago, we would look at them as they are today. We
have had peace, really, in Europe for 15 years. The problem now is to see if
we can reach a negotiation which can settla this matter for another 15 years.
Nobody knowse what is going to happen in the world over the long run, but at
least we ought to be able to settle this matter of Berlin and Germany,

MR, ADZHUBEL: I thank you for your attention and this time that I took

from your weekend rest,

THE PRESIDENT : I appreciate very much your giving me, as President,

this opportunity to talk to the people of the Soviet Union, and your courtesy

in coming here. I want to emphasize that to the people of this country there

is nothing that would satisfy them more than to see the two countries live at
peace, and the people of the two countries enjoying a steadily increasing
standard of living, I was in the Soviet Union as a student in 1939, and 1
understand that there have been many changes, and that the standard of living
of the people is rising. The standards of the people of the United States have
also risen, I am hopeful that this interview will contribute in some degree to
better understanding and to peace. For, I repeat again, our two peoples have ..
the most to gain from peace.

MR. ADZHUBE! : Thank you Mr. President.
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